Bulgarian Cinema on Eurochannel – Cycle Ivan Nichev

Ivan Nichev has made his name as the most prolific director out of Bulgaria. His films are full of raw human emotion told through the eyes of some unusual yet captivating characters. Every Friday at 9 PM ET/ PT starting April 1st, Eurochannel dedicates a special cycle to Nichev with five of his most memorable  movies, five masterpieces of Bulgarian cinema and an exclusive documentary on the director produced by Eurochannel, filmed in September of last year in Plovdiv,  Bulgaria;  Friday April 15th at 10:30 PM ET/ PT.

Screeners with English subtitles of the movies and the documentary are available

Personal interviews with Ivan Nichev can be arranged.

PRAISED BY CRITICS AND BELOVED BY WORLDWIDE AUDIENCES

Bulgarian films are not easy to come by, but the few films that do emerge are for a select audience that usually sees them in film festivals. Ivan Nichev however, has become a name associated with great Bulgarian filmmaking since the 1970s. His films have withstood the test of time thanks to their unique qualities that are praised by critics and beloved by worldwide audiences.

Ivan Nichev was born in 1940 in the town of Kazanlak, Bulgaria. He went on to study film at the film academy in Lodz, Poland. He graduated in 1967 and made his first film, A Human Heart, in 1972. During the making of the film, he was forced to contain his creativity so as to not offend anyone due to the strong communist presence in the country at the time. Even though his films deal with a variety of topics including politics, war, and the struggle for perfection, they all go back to one thing: human emotion. 

SURVIVORS OF THE EUROPEAN HISTORY

Even with a bleak backdrop in most of his films, Nichev manages to create characters that radiate positivity in one way or another. They are survivors of an era riddled with terrible moments in European history such as the two World Wars, the Holocaust, and a dark period of communism. He went on to direct 16 films in over 30 years. These are some of his finest works. 

Eurochannel is the 100% European content television channel available on DISH Network (channel 752) on Basic International, French Bouquet and Polish Bouquet, and on Hotwire Communications Systems. Eurochannel broadcasts European movies, documentaries, television series and music, in original audio with English subtitles.

For more information, please visit www.eurochannel.com or www.dishnetwork.com
Stars in Her Hair, Tears in Her Eyes (1977)
Premiere April 1st 9:00 PM ET/ PT

A traveling theatrical group at the beginning of 20th century arrives in a small town, comprised of several families, an eccentric student, and an anarchist all united by their love for theatre. The troupe decides to present a performance of Shakespeare’s Othello when all of a sudden, Desdemonda, one of the performers, falls ill. A local teacher fills in for her role instead. She is successful and joins the troupe. The young woman travels with them along the dusty country roads and never gives up. Step by step, she becomes an exceptional actress and assumes the role of leader through the troupe’s complex life. United by their common fate, the actors go through the joys and disappointments of their pioneering educative mission together.

Pictures links:

http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Stars_in_the_hair_01.jpg
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Stars_in_the_hair_02.jpg
Black Swans (1984)
Premiere April 8th 9:00 PM ET/ PT

A ballet dancer tries as hard as she can but no matter how much effort she puts into it, finds out that she will never be able to play the part of the White Swan – Odeta- in Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake and she will never be the prima ballerina in the ballet company. No matter how discouraged she gets, she becomes obsessed with perfecting her talent with even more persistence.

Pictures links:

http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Black_Swans_01.jpg
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Black_Swans_02.jpg
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Black_Swans_03.jpg
Ivan and Alexandra (1989)
Premiere April 15th 9:00 PM ET/ PT

Set in 1952, a year before Stalin’s death and a time when even children were being corrupted, young Ivan was a member of the children’s communist organization. In order to look good in front of the organization and possibly win his classmate Alexandra’s heart, he invents a story about guns and bombs found in a cave and a possible terrorist plot. They believe that Alexandra’s father was behind the plot and he is sent to a labor camp. When Alexandra is ostracized by society, Ivan is the only one who openly stands by her side. 

Pictures links:

http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Ivan_and_Alexandra.jpg
After The End of The World (1999)
Premiere April 22nd 9:00 PM ET/ PT

It’s been forty years since Albert Cohen-Berto last visited his home city of Plovdiv. When he returns, he reconnects with the love of his life, Araxi. They revisit their childhood after so many years of communist rule. The political and family struggles, he being Jewish and she Armenian, shaped their youth and now must figure out how to make their future work.

Pictures links:

http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/After_the_end_of_the_world_1.jpg
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/After_the_end_of_the_world_2.jpg
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/After_the_end_of_the_world_3.jpg
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/After_the_end_of_the_world_4.jpg
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/After_the_end_of_the_world_5.jpg
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/After_the_end_of_the_world_6.pg
Journey to Jerusalem (2003)
Premiere April 29th 9:00 PM ET/ PT

Two German-Jewish children escaping the Nazis during World War Two face an unprecedented tragedy when their uncle dies during the journey. Luckily, they come across a traveling theatrical troupe who takes them in and helps them reach their relatives in Palestine.

Pictures links:

http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Journey_to_Jerusalem_01.JPG
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Journey_to_Jerusalem_02.JPG
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Journey_to_Jerusalem_03.JPG
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Journey_to_Jerusalem_04.JPG
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Journey_to_Jerusalem_05.JPG
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Journey_to_Jerusalem_06.JPG
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Journey_to_Jerusalem_07.JPG
Ivan Nichev – An interview (2010)
Premiere April 29th 9:00 PM ET/ PT

Eurochannel flew to Bulgaria to meet with director Ivan Nichev and his wife Tanya. From Sofia to Plovdiv,  we revisited some locations of his most famous films.  In this 30 minute special program, the acclaimed director discusses everything about his career, his movies, and his passion for cinema. The program is a fascinating talk with one of the greatest directors alive, a must see for movie lovers.

Pictures links:

http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Nichev_08.JPG
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Nichev_03.JPG
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Nichev_04.JPG
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Nichev_05.JPG
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Nichev_07.JPG
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Nichev_01.JPG
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Nichev_02.JPG
Additional Pictures’ Links of Ivan Nichev and on the set:

http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Nichev_10.JPG
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Nichev_11.JPG
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Nichev_12.JPG
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Nichev_13.JPG
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Nichev_14.JPG
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Nichev_15.jpg
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Nichev_16.jpg
http://www.eurochannel.com/pictures/Nichev_17.JPG
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